during the first week of his arrival. Almost every one who has resided for a lengthened period in the East has imbibed the malarial poison, although he may never have had an attack of fever. In some its effects are scarcely manifest, while in others derangement of the internal organs, perhaps splenic enlargement, anaemia, and various other lesions betray its presence. But from whatever disease they may suffer, the symptoms will be modified, and the treatment interfered with, by the presence of the malarial taint; it will mask the symptoms and obscure the diagnosis, and therefore in the case of Anglo-Indians the probability of its presence should never be lost sight of. It is not the attacks of disease of a severe type which so much concerns the European in the tropics, as the slow and constant effect of living in an elevated temperature, and being nearly always exposed to the malarial influence.
This peculiar entity which we call malaria, the presence of which is known by certain phenomena induced in the human subject, but whose actual existence cannot be demonstrated, attains its greatest intensity in the tropics. It has the power of drifting along from its source for a considerable distance, and to be able to roll up the sides of mountains and along ravines, and As to the antagonism of phthisis, he could not speak with certainty, but most of the cases of phthisis he had seen amongst natives occurred in the families of well-to-do people and generally town residents, while ague was most common amongst the agricultural classes, and phthisis was not. l)r Felkin had drawn attention to the fact of there being generally sub-soil water where malaria was rife, but this could not be the case in Hong-kong, where fever nearly always occurred after a cliff (which might be perpendicular) had been scarped. He had never seen haemoptysis in any of the cases.
